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Thank you, Chairman Davis and Commtttee Members, for holdrng thls pubhc hearing on
Assembly Bill 233. 1 appremate th1s opportumty Ll .

United State Marine Corps and servein. Vletnam Whlle servmg inthe m111tary, Gary Truman
studied for and eammed his GED.. During his service in Vletnam M. Truman 1ncurred a service-
connected dasab111ty He is now 59 years old : : e

Under Sectlon 120 13 (37) of the State Statutes, Wlsconsm veterans who are 65 years of age or
older and who left high school before receiving a diploma to- serve in the mlhtary durmg a time
of war are eligible to receive & hlgh school diploma. As was pornted out to me, the 65-year age
requirement was included in the law because that is the age ‘commonly- assoc1ated with retirement
and because a hlgh school dlpioma can affect employment Under current law Mr Truman wﬂl
be ehglble to recelve hlS hlgh school dlploma in seven years S - o i

~ Itisa sad truth that service- conneeted dlsabrht]es force many dlsabied veterans into eariy e :
“retirement and often drastlcaﬂy reduce a veteran’s life expectancy. AB 233 would lower the- age :
- requirement for veterans with a servrce -connected dlsablhty to 55 years of age and allow. . e
veterans like Mr. Truman to receive their diplomas now. Although d1p]omas under Sectlon
120.13(3 7) can be awarded posthumously, [ hope that you W111 agree that dlsabled veterans and _{
therr famllles should not be forced to walt . S

'Thank you again. for the opportumty to speak here today [ am happy to answer any questrons _' }
you might have. _ . . .
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